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Around the time New York City was founded, London and Paris were already 1500 years old, Rome and 

Beijing were 2000 and Jerusalem was 4000 years old, yet somehow in the years to come this tiny Dutch 

colony in the edge of the world rose to become the biggest city on the planet. It grew into the cultural 

and economic capital of the world and the supreme laboratory of the modern life. By the end of the 19th 

century, New York City was the fastest growing city in the world. It encountered urban problems long 

before Athens or Beijing did.
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